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5. Ellipses (o)

» Ellipses are used to indicate missing or omitted material,
but ONLY for quoted material!

1. Use an ellipses to show deleted words:

Smith (2012) acknowledges that treatment for autism is
expensive: “Sensory therapy...can cost up to $200 per hour.”
(3 dots)

2. Use an ellipses to show deleted sentences:

Jackson, a researcher with the CDC, explained: “AIDS is still a
massive problem.... It is a pressing health issue.”

(4 dots)

(Do not use ellipses at the beginning of quoted material, but)
use them at the end of sentences (MLA only).)
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» A dash signals an interruption or a break in thought —
similar to a comma! Dashes set off text that you want
to stress or emphasize. Use dashes ...

1. ... with appositives (nouns that follow other nouns to
describe them):
James — a pretty clever fellow — won the contest easily.

2. ... to set off emphasized information:

Everything that was broken — from the cracked window
to the worn-out carpet — was blamed on the dog.

3. ... to introduce a list or restatement:

Lately, Peter has been making changes in his life —
reading more books and exercising more regularly. )
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Parentheses are punctuation marks that are used to set off information within a text or paragraph.
Outside the realm of emoticons, parentheses always come in pairs. They can enclose a single word. a
phrase, or even an entire sentence. Typically, the words inside the parentheses provide extra

information about something else in the sentence.

Curators from the American Museum of Natural History (AMNH) have announced a new dinosaur exhibit. While
walking down the street (paying more attention to her phone than to her feet), Catherine tripped over the curb and

sprained her ankle.




