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FAKE NEWS
Information can be dubious for all kinds of reasons besides outright deception. The following terms cover some other things to be wary of as you read the news.
Advertisement - Information that is sponsored by a person or organization to promote a brand or product. The conflict of interest created by paying for the presentation of the information means that ads are not reliable sources of factual information.
Astroturfing - The practice of disguising the source of information in order to give the impression that it has more popular support than it may have in reality. The term comes from the brand name of an artificial grass, playing on the idea that it is faking "grassroots" support.
Bias - An inclination or tendency, used especially when it leads to unfair or unreasonable treatment. There are all kinds of biases, including bias for or against a political affiliation, nation, race, gender, class, or many other things. Having a bias doesn't necessarily mean someone is trying to deceive you, but it can cause them to ignore information that disagrees with their perspective.
Clickbait - Something (usually a headline) that is intended to lure you into clicking on a link that would otherwise be uninteresting. Clickbait isn't necessarily deceitful, but it can often result in outrageous or upsetting headlines that aren't backed up in the article.
Conspiracy Theory - A pattern of thinking that holds that the truth about a situation is being suppressed by powerful people. Deceitful sources often use conspiracy theory to cultivate the false idea that any source that disagrees with them can't be trusted.
Junk Science - Information that appears to be justified scientifically (with data, theoretical frameworks, etc.) that, whether because of bad methodology or intentional fraud, is actually inaccurate.
Propaganda - Information that is promoted specifically to advance or hinder a cause or organization, used especially in the context of nations or ideologies. Propaganda might be factually correct or incorrect, but it is biased by definition and therefore not a reliable source of factual information.
Rumor - Unverified information that is spread on the assumption that it may be true. Many sources specialize in reporting on rumors, but one should always wait for confirmation from authoritative sources before treating this kind of information as fact.
Scam - An act in which one uses fraudulent information to profit somehow from victims that believe the information is true. Scams might not be "fake news" themselves, but fake news can often be used to support a scam.
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This is real, solld Information. It may not be all sunshine
and rainbows. and you may not like what it has to say.
but it's backed up with facts to provide plenty of food
for thought_ It dossn’t have the shock value of a crazy
fake news story or the viral potential of an angry rant,
what it lacks in sparkly distractions it makes up for
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Starting a productive debate, but only if you stay aware
of the risks. Take a minute to foresee the possible.
consequences of your actions and choose your words.
wisely to steer clear of troll bait or flame wars. Look for
2 way to stir the pot without making it boil over.

\

DOES IT

ENTERTAIN
AND/OR

RAISE
AWARENESS?

PROBABLY NOT
SHARE-WORTHY
e T

IS IT REA|

Does the EVIDENCE hold up?
Is the SOURCE legitimate?
Run a search for the source
name and key facts, people
or images from the story to
weed out the fakes.
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CONSIDER THE SOURCE

Click away from the story to investigate
the site, its mission and its contact info.
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CHECK THE AUTHOR

Do a quick search on the author. Are
they credible? Are they real?
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CHECK THE DATE

Reposting old news stories doesn’t
mean they’re relevant to current events.

CHECK YOUR BIASES

Consider if your own beliefs could
affect your judgement.
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READ BEYOND

Headlines can be outrageous in an effort
to get clicks. What’s the whole story?

SUPPORTING SOURCES?

Click on those links. Determine if the
info given actually supports the story.

IS IT A JOKE?

If it is too outlandish, it might be satire.
Research the site and author to be sure.

ASK THE EXPERTS

Ask a librarian, or consult a
fact-checking site.
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3 Types of “Fake News”

Hoax Satire

A
An intentional lie that
doesn't usually go
beyond one source.
The source is probably
aware that the story

is false. Depends
heavily on clickbait.
Think of these like an

evolution of fake

tahloid stories.

Source: Rubin, Victoria L., et al. ‘Deception Detection for News: Three Types of Fakes? Proceedings of the Association for
Information Science and Technology, vol. 52, no. 1, Jan. 2015, pp. 1 4.




