Dialogue and Descriptive Writing
Videos about Dialogue:
Dialogue: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ie2KFXkpb4M
Dialogue Prezi: https://prezi.com/goo1ulc6zzf5/analyzing-dialogue/
Using Dialogue: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ie2KFXkpb4M 

Videos about Writing Descriptively:
Writing Descriptively: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RSoRzTtwgP4
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Dislogue that increases the tension;

“Dave Terry shauted, Weve got To ge away from herel The
buiding about 1o bowr”

“Wee gt 10 go back” screamed Dove.

Wiy qestioned Jerry.

ave pointed up o the rof.
“Because Susais sl p there” h answered franfically.

alkabou ense.Are Dave andJry oing o save Susan? 165 macteraf e and
death her,ad thisshot example f dlague has the reade wantiog more.

Dislogue that defines characters:

“What'sup, 6-dang?” Mork sad. ou got  table forone? T
starving”

The waiter looked up o see Mark and replied, "Good marring.
70 you,young man, Welcome fo ur ineestablishment

“Tve been pleyingvideo games for 40 hours straighl T eed
ke ten sndiches” Mark exclomed.

L sorry, bt T geing 1o hve 10 ask you o keep your.
vice downf we ar 1o provide you with the tensendiches you
requested.” responded Greg cutly.

Obviousy, Mark and th waiter are two very differentcharactrs, andthe resder

can el his jut by th way heyspek  achber ' ey hat Mark i much younger

thanthe wate, and h s ey mre exciale Th watr an th ober hand, 1 more
formal,anddocs ow heft thing aboutyouth clure. I ot o s of
dilogue.the reades inds au  grest e sbout thse charcter and how they reae o
exchothr
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What is dialogue?

-Dialogue is talking! It is a conversation
between two or more characters in a book,
movie, video game, TV show, play, ctc

~In hooks and short storics written in English,
dialogue is indicated by phe following:
*Quotation Marks® around speech
Phrases like he said/she said/they said,
or more descriptive speech indicators likg
they grumbled, she snarled, he whispergg
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hat does dialogue tell
us about a character?

~What people say=and how they say it - tells us a
lot about who they are as a person, or how they are
fecling at the time

ts, of a
d how they feel about a person or

ogue can reveal aspects, or tr
character, a

situation

ogue is a way for the author to indirectly tell
us about a character (and it's how we figure people;
out in real life when we don't have a narratorl)
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Example 1:

"Listen here!" Dorian exclaimed,
dropping his books on the table. T
don't want to be working together any
more than you do, but that's the way it
is." He pulled back his chair and sat
down. "Now, which one of you is going

to do my work for me?

sed on his dialogu
would you describe Doria
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Based on his dialogue,

we might describe Dorian
as rude, unfriendly, or (at
the very least) in a bad
mood. It is clear that he is
unhappy about the
situation he is in.
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Example 2

"Hey guys!" Dorian exclaimed,
dropping his books on the table. T
can't believe we get to work
logether! I was hoping we would."
He pulled back his chair and sat
down. "So, are you guys ready to
gel started?"
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Based on his dialogue,
we might describe
Dorian as friendly, easy-
going, and happy to be
working with the group
he is in.
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ample 3:

"Oh, uh, hi," Dorian muttered,
droppi
guess we're working together." He
pulled back his chair and sat
down. "T don't really know what
we're supposed to be working
but just, uh, tell me what I should
do."

his books on the table.

5 on,

-Based on hi how would
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-Based on his dialogue, we
might describe Dorian as
shy or uncertain. He does
not seem comfortable
working with the group, and
is not sure what to do.
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How dialogue provokes a
decision

hout going out to touch the
“bult” (the boat)
n scolds him, then tells
Nemo "You think you can do
these things. but you just

vy
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How dialogue provokes a

decision

+ Atfirst, Nemo docs not want to go out tc
the boat

+ When Marlin catches him and begins to
scold him, his friends tell Marlin "he was
too scared”

- Marlin then tells Nemo that starting
school was a bad idea, and that he can't
do the things he thinks he can

+ This causes Nemo to change his mind -

in defiance, he goes out, and touches

the hoat
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How dialogue propels the
action

- The dialogue between Marlin and Nemo
aboul the boat causes Nemo Lo go oul
and touch the hoat

- As aresult, he is captured by the diver

- This motivates Marlin to leave the safely

of the reef and go search for Nemo

Kicking off the rest of the film!
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RULES FOR WRITING DIALOGUE

“The following rules should help you learn to write dialogue properly. Notice the punctuation in
the following examples, especially. In addition to these hints on form, please remember that
dialogue should be natural for the characters speaking (be sure to keep in mind your characters”
personality raits).

Use quotation marks around the words which the character says:

“I's sure cold out here, “ Mark said.

2. Begin a new paragraph cach time a different person speaks — this can help to cut down on the
‘number of dialogue tags required.

“Did you say your prayers tonight?” .
“Imeant o, but I got o trying 1o cipher out how much twelve times thirteen is, and "
“Oh, we are lost beyond all help! How could you neglect such a thing at such a time as
this?”

Remember to inden the beginning of each dialogue paragraph, just as you would in any other

type of writing.

3. Only the exact words of a person are in quotation marks. Also, when spliting a quotation

with a dialogue tag, do not capitalize words which do not begin new sentences.
“Ireally don’t know,” he said, “whether she loves me or not”

4. When several sentences are quoted together to form a paragraph, put just one set of quotation
‘marks around the whole quotation. (except for dialogue tags).

5. Periods and commas are always placed inside the quotation marks.

6. An exclamation point (1) or  question mark (?) s placed inside the quotation marks when it
punctuates a quotation, but guside the quotation when it punctuates the main sentence.
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Writing Dialogue in a Story
Dialogue is what happens when two or more characters speak to one another. We

experience dialogue all the time in our everyday lives. Dialogue in a novel should do one,
ifnotall of the following:

1. Move the story forward
2. Increase the tension
3. Help to define characters

Dialogue that moves the story forward:

The phone rang, and Jerry picked it up.
“Hello*
‘There was a moment of silence on the other end.
“Jerry? Ts this Jerry Simmons?* questioned a voice.
“Yes. Who's thisa* Jerry asked.
“Terry.®
‘The other man paused. Jerry could hear him take a deep breath.
“Jerry, my name is Dave. Tim your brother.”
“I dor't have a brother.” Jerry quickly replied, losing his
patience. "My family died years ago.*
“Not your whole family." Dave whispered.





